
Fakahatchee Ted’s Everglade Adventure Guide 
 
 
When your next in Florida, don’t settle for shuffleboard and picking up a coupla shells on 
the beach.  Real adventure awaits- 
 
1) Boardwalk at Corkscrew Bird Sanctuary 
 
For a mellow, yet inspiring day- head to Corkscrew.  Take your time on the rainforest 
built boardwalk through 2.5 miles.  It’s a tour of a swamp that guides you just above the 
muck.  Simply put- it’s relaxing AND you will see birds that you will never see anywhere 
else.  You will also- in rare form, not be the person with the biggest lens. 
 
http://corkscrew.audubon.org/ 
 
It’s ½ hour from Naples. 
 
375 Sanctuary Road West     Naples, FL 34120 
Phone: 239-348-9151 
 
 
2) Go Slogging (Swamp/Walking) at Fakahatchee Strand State Park 
 
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/adventure/0511/sports/slog_fakahatchee.html 
 
http://orchidswamp.org/adventures/#swampwalk 
 
Fakahatchee is known as the “Amazon of North America,” featuring a dense jungle, 
swamp, and more plants and animals then you can imagine.  Giant blue herons, snowy 
egrets, hawks, owls, alligators, Florida panther, black bear, wild boar, and more!  And 
NO- alligators are not in the swamp-walk route.  I’ve done it twice- and will go again! 
The cypress and mangrove trees and the airplants are amazing in their own right too. 
 
Fakahatchee is in Southern Florida on the Western side of things. 
 
Address: 137 Coast Line Drive, Copeland, FL 34137 
Phone: (239) 695-4593 
 
 
3) Kayak at the Gulf Coast 
 
“The Gulf Coast Visitor Center serves as the gateway for exploring the Ten Thousand 
Islands, a maze of mangrove islands and waterways that extends to Flamingo and Florida 
Bay accessible only by boat in this region.” 
 



Take the GUIDED kayak tour.  Ted learned the hard way that kayaking solo in the 
Everglades is a bad idea.  Like Gilligan, my 3 hour tour became a MUCH longer 
adventure. 
 
815 Oyster Bar Lane   Everglades City, Florida 34139 
 
 
 
4) Eat in Everglades City 
 
This place is a surreal trip in itself.  ½ backwaters and ½ wealthy luxury boaters.  
Weirdly “Swamp Art-Deco.”  Below is my fave eatery.  I had mackerel, which is not a 
fish I ever think of eating- and whoa- delicious.  The Madre had steamed clams and 
claimed them to be, “spectacular.” 
 
Camelia Street Grill  
 
208 Camellia St, Everglades City, FL 34139   
 
 
 
5) Shark Valley 
 
Giant herons and alligators galore and bike trails- now that’s a winning combo!  The 
observation tower is half awesome, half dystopian sci-fi. 
 
Note: bring your own bike if you can.  Bike rental is expensive ($12 per hour on 3 hour 
tour) and they are beaters! 
 
https://www.spokefly.com/blog/nows-best-time-take-floridas-best-bike-trail-everglades/ 
 
Shark Valley Loop Road, Miami, FL 33194 
(305) 221-8776 
 
Eastern side of Southern Florida 
 
 
 
6) Art in the Everglades   
 
Seriously worth the stop.  Clyde Butcher’s Big Cypress Gallery.  Clyde takes his 8x10 (or 
larger) cameras out into the swamps.  He prints them mural-sized.  It’s a glorious thing. 
 
Address: 52388 Tamiami Trail E, Ochopee, FL 34141 
Phone:(239) 695-2428 
http://clydebutcher.com/pc/photographs/ 



7)  Most backwater / country / Confederate flag, yet everyone welcome place, Skunk 
Ape  Research Headquarters: 
 
Um…”The highlights of the year at the Campground are the Everglades Skunk Ape 
Festival held every June -- with a Miss Skunk Ape contest…” 
 
http://www.roadsideamerica.com/story/13341 
 
40904 Tamiami Trail, Ochopee, FL 
 
 
 
8) Cayo Costa State Park 
 
Freakin awesome.  One of the most beautiful places I’ve been to.  Stay overnight if you 
are able- state park cabins for rent!  Screen porch and grills outside.  Kayaks for rent as 
well- you can go through rivulets of along the coast. 
 
Island is 1 mile wide x 9 miles long.  Pristine coastline, cool jungle scrub, turtles, manta 
rays, lizards, and giant shells. 
 
Getting there: drive to Pine Island.  Go to Jug Marina.  Hop on the Tropic Star “boat” and 
enjoy the 1hr ocean excursion to Cayo Costa. 
 
Notes: make reservations with Tropic Star in advance.   
 
Sand Fleas are BAD, but only at dock and picnic table where tram drops you off.  They 
are non-existent elsewhere.  I don’t react to the bites, but Stacy did- and it was rough.  
So- long linen pants until you get to the beach, jungle, or cabin would be my advice. 
 
*Pine Island’s Blue Dog Restaurant is a chill diner with the BEST seafood and fish. 
 
http://tropicstaradventures.com/cayo.htm 
 
https://www.floridastateparks.org/park/Cayo-Costa 
 
 
9) In Naples,  Delnoor Wiggins! 
 
With a name like, “Delnoor Wiggins,” it’s gotta be good!  Sorry- from an old ad. 
Anyho- nice rustic beach and pelicans all over the place.   
 
Note: leave cooler in picnic area, don’t bring to beach.  The seagulls there are trained 
snack-assasins. 
 
Address: 11135 Gulfshore Drive, Naples, FL 34108  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


